Dr. McKirnan
Foundations of
Research

What is the question?
Ø What larger issue needs
explaining?
o
What do we not know
about it?
Ø Why is it important?
Ø What can you assume;
what does not need to be
explained?

The Research Flow

Phenomenon
Larger question the
research addresses

Theory
Explanatory processes & how
they are related

Specific prediction.
Ø Turn the theory-based
hypothetical constructs
in to specific variables.
Ø How are the variables

Hypothesis

Ø What Hypothetical

Constructs or basic
processes are involved?

Ø How are they related?
Ø Important mediating

Concrete variables
Specific prediction

Methods / Data
Operational definitions
Study procedures
What was the outcome?
Ø Was the hypothesis
supported?
Ø How do you know?

How do you think it works?
How do you explain the
phenomenon?

Concrete evidence or data.
Ø Operational definitions
Ø Procedures
Ø Sample (population
you will generalize to).

Results
Hypothesis-wise analysis of
outcomes

Discussion & Conclusion
Relate results back to theory
Study limitations & Future
studies

What do we know now?
Ø What do the results –
support for or against the
hypothesis – tell us about
the theory &
phenomenon?
Ø What is still
unanswered?
Ø Internal & external
validity?

Dr. McKirnan
Foundations of
Research

Research Flow; getting to your research design.

Phenomenon

Theory

Hypothesis

Note:

ü When you explain your theory and what your study will tell us, directly refer to the two (or more)
articles you chose.

ü There is no need for you to invent a theory. Rather, take a theory from the papers you have read
and use it to help explain your phenomenon.

ü Your hypothesis should be drawn from or express a prediction from the theory. In a sense you are
testing how well the theory can explain the phenomenon you are interested in.

ü Your hypothesis is a simple experimental prediction: If I manipulate X, Y will occur.
ü Your theory is an explanation of how or why your hypothesis makes sense.
Note Also:

ü You must back up every statement you make.
ü You cannot make a statement such as "everyone knows that older people dislike tattoos...”

Rather, you must either cite a survey or other data that support the assertion, or frame it as a
speculation.

